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SCRIFTICN OF FuySICAL AFPFRARANRCE

716 St. Pzul Stroct exerplifics the sliple jtt elegant rovhcuses still existing in
{hia Vount Vernon Hisloric District. Huildin; such as itblend with cne enother to ¢ =le
s1.zificant cichitectural cavireomment of the district. 916 St. Peul Strect is 3 (h:ice
thirece story Italiznate rovhouse with a high baseriznt and shid roof. Built cf rzsomy,
iL Y=s a stuccead brick facade. .
The building is set back from the street; conscqguently it hes a front yerd. The yard "o
a czst iron fence with a wrought ircn gate.

The basemant level contains a central and a southern window with iron grills cver them.
!“rble steps with two iron balustrades lead up to a round arched doorway. The wood door has
‘ght rzised panels and a leaded fan light above., Tt is flush with the opzning.
The first flcoer vindews are long, attenuated nine over nine vood sesh windsos with paia
st su'z2ills. Each has one over cne white aluiiinum storm windows ond blinds which are
:r orfiginal nor appropriste to the facade. The s=cond and third stories hzve six cver
vo3d sash windows which shorten at cach uppar story, stone subsills, end 2lumtiom stcran

Ahova the third fleor f.oacstration is a vood cornlce with s brick £ fc:2 v .a 204
by a wolded "vood strip at its bottom edge. The cornice contains large wodilljcn bloucks
znd dentils,

Bath the north #nd south sicdis cre ctiacrhzd t. ether bwildirgs and hence are uachse:sn 30
Tha scuth kay of thz vast Ffacsde of tha hovse l:=s o over o deuble hiung windows with @+ .4
£111s, Flat arches, ¢luninum stors vinders, =nd, ca tha first fleor, iren grills. An irong
fire escape oxtends down this bay.

The central and north bazys of the msin bullding's west facade contain a five bay leng,

tvo bay wide, three story high back bullding built of partially painied common bond brick. It

has a shed roof and corbelled brick cornice. The west wall of this structure has a panelcd
wood deor with an alurdnum storm door located in the north bay. The first and second floor
have t'o over two wood windows with wood sills, flat arches and aluminum storm windous. Th=
first floor also has an unoriginal wood awning across it. The third floor contains two by
 two square cascuent windci's with the same details zs the others. %here is a chimney in the
center of the wall. ‘

The south wall of this structure contains wood dauble hung windcws with aluninum

storm windcea. The first floor has iron scre=ns and the third flcor has caserznt
indouss. '

The interior still retains its original rc-honse plan of rocms corganized in a line

721121 to a circulatiecn axis, &nd the rocis have L.cn converted into apartiznts. The in
stitvle door hes a sinple urqd anli Hte THE x.st_,.le hzs a h'”l*:ﬁiLﬂl rarble tile,
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gue &nd grosve walnscoting, cnd crecwn
The crown molding contains an Plc'

srate notif of ornate leaves spiraled

~311ls have had wood paneling epplied over
si'* rcese remaln also. The balusters

4 pa 4

d-corotions on a Doric colu:n.

A typderl sporctrent contains 1ts originazl wood fleoors, architrave surrounds on the Aosc d
2or o s wrll es besebonrds., The detalls include a plester foliated crc.a molding,

@
and inleid m= in the flocrs.

ni g b 1:\1--.1
The ceaviersion of this structure into an apartnez nt house 1s typical of the crea v»lLich
i consists mAainly of profecssional offices and apartwmsnts. In general, the boildlng =t111

tetains its criginal character in {ts materials,
s result,

scale, plan, proportion, and details. As

the building 2ugiments the speclal environnent of the Prunt Vernon Historlc Distiict,
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STATEMUNT OF SIGRIFICANCE

The significance of 916 St. Paul Street lies in its architectural contribution
to the envircnim-nt of the Mount Vernon Historlec District.

-

The Hount Vernan Wistoric Diatrict is bhath & Ealtimnre City District e&ad, in
part, a Nationel Regisater Mistovic Landwark Distiict, Mount Vernon wes the [irst
Mistoric District in Haltimare City, Jesigonated in 1964 and expanded five tiwmes to
the current boundaries, which have heen cevtificd by the Departument of the Interior
for purposes of the Historic Preservation Tax Iocentives., The ordinance creating
the Hount Vernon Histaric District also established (he Baltimore Clly Cl}l.’l.’flinﬂil‘ﬂ
for Mistoriec end Architectural Preservation to oversee all changes within the
Diatict and to vecomsend orher arean and buildings in the City for hisloric
designation. The Historic District and the Copmission were outgrowths of Lhe Mount
Vernon Urban HRenewal Plan, une «f the City's esrliest efforts to - incorporate
preservation snd renovation of existing slructures with new developnent. The
curreat Historie District now encompnsses two iban Renewal Arvezs:  Mount Vernon and

Midtewn—-Relvedere.,

The Mount Vernon Historic District grew fcom the early 19th century thrcugh the

carly  20th  century and  relaina structures--residential, ceivercial, ind
relicious———from that time. The area was Baltinere's wmost fochicachle niiJIH‘.“urd
vnd as coch jucludes some of the fivest srchitecture in the City, built foc -1 hy
rczidents, congregstiona, and institutions, snd designed by -rehitocte of Jor ] 4
national renewn, The greater portion of the district wes cnce the estste of John
Ezger Howard, revolutionary war patriot and statesman, Iis w-asion, Belvidere, .3
locrted 2t what is now the 1000 block of Horth Celvert Street,hie centerpicce of tha
dietrict is the Wachinpton Moownent and Hounl Vernon Pluace, The Lnum’n[ is the

firet forwal ronumeat ercctad to conucnmnrate George Washingten znd s one of the
finest ex-iples of wonvmental architeeture in the country. It wsa erected from 1315
to 1829 rud dezigued by Kalest Millw, one of The Tirst fuerican born znd trained
architects in the country. The development of the squares known as Hounl Vernon
Pléece znd Weshington Place, dates (rom the 1R30's, when the land was subdivided by
Howard's heirs, who then built snme of the first haonses, Prior to the construction
of the wonuisent sud Lhe development of the srquares, bLrick working class houses were
built on Tyson Street, Kead Streel and North Moward Street, the earliest dating from
1810. These buildings still exist, some are residences and olhers have been
converted to antique shaps. The houses on Hamiltnn Street date from 1820 and were
designed by Robert Cary Lang Sr. the architect of the Peale Museum and Davidge Hall.

.

Tlhe area which is now the Historiec District continued to develop. Baltimore's
prominent and wealthy residents woved north (o the rural  area hecause the land
around the harbor was rapidly Lecomning industrislized and because the Cily was

aded wilh dvaniprant s, who flockad (o Raltimore to work in the newly establiszhed
1ndustrica.  Construction conlimmed 1o tabe plue in the 1880'8 and 1H90's aft.er (he
Hovard estate had heen sald, Hy the early 2000 century, Mount Roysl Avenae vd
perts of Howard Strect had bLeen developed, completing the coastruction in the
district,
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STATEUZRT OF STCRIFICANCE

Architecturally, Mount Vernon displays a complete range of 19th  ceantury

building styles: Greek Nevival, early and late Renaissance Revival, ltaliznate,
Second Empire, Queen Anne, Richardsonian Romanesque, Victorian Goathic, Chstean,

besux-Arts, Calanial Revival, Avt Deco; and combiinat ioms and vernacualar

interpretations of these styles.

Mzny of the elegant tawvnhouses and all of the churches, spartuceats, and hotels
were degigned by eminent local and national architects including; Stanford White,
William A. Deleno, John Russell Pupe, Fdunnd G. Lind, Francis E BRaldwin and
Josies Pennington, J.B. Noel Wyatt, J. Crawford Reilson, John Rudolph Niernsee,
Joeeph Evans Sperry, Nathan G. Starkweather, Jackson Cott, J.A. Wilson, Charles E.
Cascell, Thomas Dixon aud Chavles Cucrwon, NHarleston J. Parker znd DYouglas M. Thoras,
Edwvard H. Glidden, and noted contemporary wrchitects including Fdward Durrell Stone,
Jemes R, Crieves Associales and the firm of Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson, and
Abbott ..

Among the prominent families who enpaped these architects and lived in tlie area
were Lhe philanthrepiste; Ceorge Peabody, FEnoch Pratt, end William and Henry
Velters, who founded the Peaboady Conservatory of Music, The Enoch Pratt Free Library
cnd the Valters Art Gallery, all of which sre located in or on the boarder of the
ifount Vernon Bistrict; the Winans family who developed rsilroad eystems in this
-~ountry «nd in Russia; several Johns llopkins llospital physicists and chenicts,

ncluding Menry August Rowland and lra Remeeny Willinm Pinkney White, a fovernor of
the Stzte, and HMayor of the City; and the Wuorflields, Paltersons, McXims, =nd
Sic:ons, rueng others. :

4

The spzcific architectural contribution of 916 St. Paul Sir=ect exists in ‘hrece
zrezs. First, the buildiig poesecses an historically important st yIu: fhe Ttalt, r-te,
indicated by the lerge, elezborale cornice, tall windows, arched douorizy oad Flat o oof,
This style, which flouricshed in Ealtlsore fyom ahout 1845 to ebout 1870, 'as thz thiird
major rewhouse style in Baltimore, folleiving the Federal and Greek Revival siyles. -
Secondly, the structure clearly was built as a residence and had a high quality of Z-<i;n:

fine brickvwork, marble trim, wood decoration, cast iron windows boxes and large scale.
Such traits epitomize the district's character as a wealthy residential area. Finally,
the materials of the structure as well as its scale and proportions blend in with
neighboring houses to create a visually harmonious streetscape. The continuity of these
streetscapes In turn produces the special historic fabric of the Mount Vernon Historic
District.
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916 Saint Paul Street
Block 0512, Lot 006
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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